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the Brahmins of India and the Magi of Iran, except
perhaps the College of Pontifices at Eonie and the-
Flaraens attached to it. Thfe Flamen has the same
name as the Brahmin, and M. Vendryes has shown the
similarity between the terms relating to priests and
sacrifices. The priesthoods are not merely very
similar, but exactly the same, and tliey are preserved
noivhere so completely as at the two opposite ends of
the Indo-European world. Between the two, the
remnants of similar priesthoods once survived, as in
Thrace and among the Getae " (ib. p. 190).
The above views are worth noting especially
in connection with the theories which find the origins
of the Quest of the Holy Grail in the cults of Samo-
thrace or in Folk-lore. The direct contact of Druidism
with Iranian priesthood9 beliefs and legends for
several hundred years is, it is respectfully submitted,
a most important factor in the origin and develop*
went of the Grail Legend.
THE " QUEST" IN THE INDO-ABYAN TEXTS AND IN THB
AVESTA
(a)   THE <c FISHEE KING " AND THE " CHUENING OF
THE   OOEAN "
It was said at the beginning of this study
that the idea of the " Holy Grail" or Glory was to be
found among several Aryan nations. This is best
"illustrated by a reference to the shape which the idea
has taken in the Indo-Aryan texts and in the Indian
Epics. In these ancient treasuries of Ary&& conceptions?
there is described a great conflict between the Asura&